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OrIGINAL DE&pPARTMENT. 


Communications. 


A CASE OF ULCERATION OF THE STO- 
MACH AT THE CARDIAC ORIFICE. 
By P. J. Farnswortn, M. D., 
Of Clinton, Iowa. 

A Mr. M. called at my office to consult me 
about a difficulty in deglutition. He was a man 
in good circumstances, of rather spare habits, 
about fifty-five years of age. In swallowing any 
solid, a sort of regurgitation took place, or spas- 
modic action of the cesophagus, which threw it 
back. If he succeeded in getting it down, a 
sharp pain passed through him to his spine. The 
pain was momentary. Hot liquids or alcoholic 
liquors affected him in thesame way. His diges- 
tion was uinmpaired. There was never any retch- 
ing or vomiting. The- difficulty was not con- 
stant, but was greatest after fatigue or abstinence. 
I was unable-to connect the symptoms with any 
disease, and prescribed some simple remedy, and 
resolved to watch the case for some further de- 
velopments. 

Saw nothing more of the patient for two 
months, when he came to consult me further 
about the difficulty, which had so increased that 
he could only take a diet of the most bland and 
semi-fluid character. His appetite was good, 
and his strength unimpaired, but if he attempted 
to swallow anything solid, the spasmodic action 
of the stomach and cesophagus took place and 
threw it up. The difficulty was becoming so 
great that he could not satisfy his appetite, and 
he was now suffering from a constant craving for 
food. , 

Being a man of strong will, he would some- 
times force down a large quantity of food, fol- 
lowing each mouthful with a swallow of water. 
The pain would be excruciating at each gulp, 
but after the work was over, he would suffer no 
more pain, but would enjoy himself as any one 
would after a good dinner. He would sometimes 
attempt a glass of gin. It would go down in 
spite of the spasm, causing a thrill of pain, as he 





described it, from his heart to his spine. The 
second glass would go down with less difficulty, 
and the third with no trouble at all. And, 
though never indulging in such a habit before, 
he would often drink to considerable excess 
now. 

No remedies tried seemed to have any lasting 
effect. Blisters over the spine and blisters over 
the stomach were tried without any relief. Opi- 
ates relieved him temporarily. 

Several consultations were held, with no satis- 
factory conclusion. One thought it cancer of the 
stomach, but there was no cachexia. Another 
that it was stricture or a saculation of the cesoph- 
agus. Several symptoms militated against such 
an idea. The patient at last became very much 
emaciated, and we resorted to nourishing ene- 
mas, The pain in the stomach now became 
constant, with a craving desire for food and 
drink, which the injections did not satisfy. 
Gases collected in the stomach, which were 
eructated with much distress. 

At last, he sank under it, and died about 
eight months after the first consultation. We 
proceeded to hold a post-mortem examination. 
We found the lower part of the stomach healthy, 
the upper half much inflamed and ulcerated; the 
cesophagus without any stricture, but just below 
its opening into the stomach a thickening round 
an old ulcer, that had finally penetrated through 
the stomach posteriorly. 

Here then was an explanation of the anoma- 
lous symptoms. The food, before entering the 
stomach in the motion of deglutition, irritated 
this ulcer, causing the spasmodic action which 
threw back the food. The remainder of the sto- 
mach was healthy, and the ulcer was so situated 
as not to-be affected by the peristaltic action of 
the stomach. ; 

It was an instructive case to me, and has since 
in one or two instances led me, I believe, to a cor- 
rect diagnosis and treatment of slight ulceration 
or inflammation near the cardiac orifice of the sto- 
mach, which may be treated with rest and bland 
diet, and remedies, that will reach the ulcerated 
part without drenching tRe whole stomach. A 
slight ulceration or considerable inflammation in 
other parts of the stomach impair digestion and 
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create much pain, while a sore near the cardiac 


orifice of the stomach may not affect the appe- 
tite or digestion until by long irritation it has 
ulcerated through the stomach, or the inflamma- 
tion has become general. 
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Mepicat Cutnic or Dr. J. L. Luptow. 
Reported by A. M. Shew, M. D., Resident Physician. 
Pleurisy. 

Hannan R., et. 44, has been a soldier. Four 
weeks ago, he was attacked by intermittent fe- 
ver of the quotidian form, which had continued 
about two weeks, when he was seized with 
severe pain in the right side, or as he said, a 
‘stitch in the side;’ and, gentleman, this word 
stitch gives you a better idea of the pain experi- 
enced in pleurisy than anything of which I can 
think. It is not like the dull aching pain of 
pneumonia, but is a sharp catching sensation 
felt under the nipple or in the axilla, when the 
patient breathes or attempts to move in hed. 

From your anatomical studies you learn that 
the pleura, after covering the internal walls of 
the thorax, is reflected over the lung, and thus 
we have two smooth surfaces in contact. In 
health, these surfaces move one on the other as 
softly and noiselessly as the most delicate ma- 
chinery. But let this delicate serous membrane 
suffer inflammatory action, and auscultation will 
reveal, in place of the soft smooth sound, a rough- 
‘ened condition—likened to the rubbing together 
of two pieces of new leather. This constitutes 
the first or dry stage of pleurisy. If the two in- 
flamed surfaces unite, the disorder does not usu- 
ally pass beyond this stage. 

The symptoms are slight fever, flushed face, 
impaired movement of the chest, feeble respira- 
tion and clearness on percussion. Often, how- 
ever, the inflammation continues, an effusion of 
serum occurs, and we have a train of symptoms 
constituting the second stage. The oe signs 
in this stage vary according to the amount of 
fluid contained in the pleural cavity. A small 
quantity will be indicated by dulness low down 
and clearness above, while a large accumulation 
drives all the air out of the lung, compresses it 
into a small space, and we find gréat dulness 
over the whole side. In this stage there is dys- 
pnoea, a dry yamating cough, livid countenance, 
and danger from suffocation. 

The young physician will often be puzzled in 
diagnosing acute pleurisy from pneumonia. Both 
are affections accompanied by cough, dyspnea, 
and dulness on percussion. But the dulness in 
the latter disease is far less absolute than in the 
former, while the abgence of Yespiration in pleu- 
risy is in direct contrast to the blowing respira- 
tion of monia. The febrile symptoms in 
pneumonia are always severe, excepting in cases 
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where there is a typhoid condition, or the pneu- 
monia is, as is termed, latent. 

In the treatment of acute pleurisy, it will be 
necessary for you to be guided by the condition 
of your patient. A delicate, feeble, hulf-starved 
female would not require what is commonly 
called an active antiphlogistic treatment. On 
the other hand, if I found the pulse bounding 
with high fever in a plethoric individual, I should 
not hesitate in taking blood from the arm. In 
these latter days we do not often use the lancet, 
it has become unfashionable. But, gentleman, 
let me beseech you not to be fettered to a doctrine 
which prevents you from using any remedy 
which the particular circumstances attending 
the case may necessitate. A good common 
sense should be the practical chart by which 
you are guided. When you are doing well un- 
der any form of treatment, stick to it. 

During the last few years, much bas been said 
and written about the use of’ stimulants in pul- 
monary affections. I think in England the pro- 
fession has gone too far in this matter. In this 
institution we have had quite as good success by 
treating according to general principles. You 
must remember that the patient is drowned inter- 
nally—the lung is pressed. Therefore stimulate 
the secretions, get the kidneys at work, bowels 
open. In those extreme cases, when everything 
has been done without relief, I should tap the 
thorax. It is a dangerous remedy, but there is 
death without it. 


Aneurism of the Abdominal Aorta. 
Joseph A., eet. 57, tassel maker, came to this 
country from France in the year 1852. During 


the summer campaign of 1861, while on a march 
with the Army of Virginia, he was seized with a 
severe pain in the left side, which obliged him 
to leave the ranks to be conveyed to the camp 
hospital; not, however, until he had remained 
out in an exposed condition one night. In this 
hospital he was under treatment six weeks, when 
he obtained his discharge, and was soon after ad- 
mitted to the Pennsylvania Hospital, where he 
remained three months without any apparent 
improvement He entered the Philadelphia 
Hospital on the 22d day of April, 1862, com- 
plaining of “weakness and pain in the left 
side.” Upon examination, a small pulsating 
tumor was discovered in the posterior region of 
the abdomen, near the ninth or tenth rib. This 
gradually increased to the size of a man’s fist up 
to the latter part of February, when it appears 
to be slowly diminishing. 

During all this time he has complained of 
sharp shooting pains through his abdomen. One 
of the peculiar phases of this case is dropsical effu- 
sion in his scrotum and peritoneal cavity, which 
appears and disap very suddenly. 

. I have had this interesting case brought before 
you, gentlemen, for the purpose of showing you 

ow long a man may live with a very serious 
affection decidedly fatal in character. The sub- 
got of aneurism, as found in the extremities, be- 
ongs ppeny to the domain of surgery; it is 
only those cases occurring in the abdomen or 
thorax that come under the attention of the medi- 


Mss wa 





J cal practitioner. I shall, therefore, only allude 
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to this class. An aneurism is a pulsating arte- 
rial tumor, caused by excessive muscular exer- 
cise, with a diseased condition of the arterial 
coats, a blow, etc. Among the various forms I 
will mention those which consist of a weakened 
condition of the coats of the vessel with more or 
less dilatation. This dilatation may be uniform, 
the whole artery being enlarged, or partial, in 
which only one side is sapended, making a sack 
or pouch. 

nother form, called a dissecting aneurism, in 
_ which the blood passes between the first and 
second coats, and finally bursts through the outer 
coat. It opens back again into the original chan- 
nel of this vessel. In the pouch form there is a 
tendency to the formation of lamina, like the 
leaves of a book, and in this way a natural cur- 
rent may be formed through the tumor. Very 
serious results often follow the continued pressure 
of these tumors, soft though they may be, upon 
the bones of the vertebral column; erosion of the 
bodies of the bones frequently supervene with 
disarticulation of the ribs from the vertebra. 
Patients afflicted by aneurism high up, often 
experience great difficulty in swallowing, caused 
by direct pressure upon the cesophagus, or of 
some of the nerves supplying the parts. 

This patient complains of sharp pain in the 
elbows, axilla, and back. When the hand is 
placed over the tumor an impulse is communi- 
cated, and in many cases, as in the one before 

ou, a distinct prominerice and alteration in the 
orm is discovered. By auscultation a peculiar 
blowing sound, like the purring of a kitten, is 
distinctly heard, a good diagnostic symptom. 

When I first saw this patient he was suffering 
agony. I did not believe he could survive many 
days, and yet nearly four years have passed, and 
he is still quite comfortable. The treatment has 
been entirely palliative, consisting in the admin- 
istration of morphine, and occasionally a mild 
laxative. 

By referring to old books you will find that 
nearly every article in the Materia Medica of a 
sedative character has been tried in the treatment 
of aneurism. Vatsatva resorted to slight vene- 
section, often repeated, and light. Others have 
been gratified in using acetate of lead. I have 
often made use of the following prescription : 

R. Tinet. digitalis, 3j- 
Morph. acet. gr.ii. 
Aquz camph., £.3jj. M. 

S. teaspoonful occasionally. 

The patient should be kept quiet, and atten- 
tion paid to the digestive organs. Avoid all ex- 
citement—let him live like an oyster. Death 
may occur suddenly as the result of bursting of 
the coats of the artery. 


—_—— 
M. Jobert De Lambaile. 

It is stated that the distinguished surgeon of 
the Hotel Dicu, Paris, and surgeon ordinary to 
the Emperor Naporzon, M. JosBERT DE Lam- 
BALLE, has been unfortunately seized with mental 
alienation, and has been conveyed to a private 
mad-house. Hard labor in scientific pursuits has 
brought about this lamentable occurrence. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, 
November, 1865. i 


Surecicat Curinic or Pror. N. R. Smirn. 
Reported by J. W. P. Bates, M. D. 
Nervous Shock. 

Man, wt. 25. This man came in to-day. He 
was injured by a bank falling apon him. There 
are no broken bones nor marks of violence. He 
has epigastric pulsation, which alarms him. It is 
often mistaken for aneuriem. In this case it is 
dependent upon nervous shock. He needs no 
especial treatment; rest and quiet will restore 
him in a few days. 


Necrosis of the Jaw from Decayed Tooth. 


Man, 47. Here there is a fistulous opening 
about midway between the angle and the sym- 
phisis of the lower jaw. This man has had this 
disease for two or three years, and it came from a 
diseased tooth. Was an alveolar abscess in the 
first place; these abscesses are often productive 
of a great deal of trouble. I bave seen them ex- 
tending as far down as the clavicle, and cured 
promptly by the removal of the tooth. They are 
very often improperly treated; caustics are ap- 
plied and stimulating applications, but they are 
useless so long as the cause of the malady re- 
mains. This presents no malignant character. 
On introducing the probe we touch the alveolar 
process. . These abscesses often follow disease 
of the teeth—the tooth becomes a foreign body 
avd keeps up the irritation. The pus often makes 
its way into the mouth and no evil results; at 
other times it opens through the face and leaves 
a fistulous opening. It seems strange that a dead 
tooth should prodace such an amount of injury, 
but as the tooth is dead it acts as a foreign sub- 
stance does in any other part of the body. We 
will extract the tooth, which is so much decayed 
as to render extraction difficult; +e will also re- 
move all portions of dead bone. There is a cari- 
ous surface left, but we will inject with acid. 
muriat. gtt. x. aque f.3j. to diesolve the earth 
matter. The last two molars are diseased, and 
shall order their removal. 


Hemorrhoids. 


Man, 50. This form of disease is very common, 
and almost invariably results from constipation 
of the bowels. When the bowels are moved sel- 
dom a great deal of expulsive effort is required, 
and the blood is foreed down, and congestion is 
produced. The veins concerned in this disease 
pertain to the portal system, and have no valves, 
which makes them more liable to a varicose con- 
dition. Pregnancy is also one of the causes. 
There are two varieties of hamorrhoids—external 
and internal—which differ from each other in 
anatomical character. The internal are of two 
kinds—an enlargement of the veins, which bleed 
very much when the person has an action of the 
bowels, and is very common among old men ; and 
an erectile tumor, sometimes having the appear- 
ance of a bunch of grapes, and vascular like the 
spongy portion of the urethra. The treatment is 
palliative and radical. In regard to the first, 
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open the bowels, (and for this purpose nothing 
better than the saline cathartics); keep in a re- 
cumbent position, with hips elevated. Sometimes 
leech, but it is rarely necessary ; apply watery so- 
lution. of opium (3j. to Oj.) cold; pack lint wet 
with it around the dise: parts. Sometimes use 


plumbi acet. in connection with the solution of 
-Opium, ice water, or pounded ice. After inflam- 
-mation has subsided, 
R. Sulpburis, 3j. 
Pulv. senne, 3). 
Pil. hydrarg., 38s. M. 
Take a heaping teaspoonful every other night; 
cand apply 
KR. Pulv. galle, 
 — opii, aa 3j. 
Cerat. simp., 3 M. 

If you wish to make a permanent core apply a 
ligature to these vascular excrescences; if you 
cut them off the patient may bleed to death as the 
heemorrhage is very difficult to control. 

External hzemorrhoides, as in the case before 
us, are much more simple; they consist of small 

- warty excrescences, containing coagulated blood 
or lymph. If this be allowed to remain it becomes 
organized, and becomes condylomatous, and irri- 
tates the surrounding parts. Here there are sev- 
eral of these tumors which we will Jay open and 

ress out the contents. Dress with a simple 
otion. 


Mepicat Crinic or Pror. McSuerry. 


. Pathological Specimens: 1. Ulceration of Intes- 
tines, etc. 

I have here two pathological specimens to show 
you ; the first is the intestines of a man who died of 
chronic dysentery. He was in the house about 

- three weeks, but at no time was there a reason- 
able hope of his recovery. The disease was con- 
tracted in the south, and is very frequently met 
with in malarial districts. All the usual reme- 
dies were tried without effect, and he gradually 
grew worse. Toward the latter part of his life 
we only gave him pills of one grain of opium 
three times a day, and an enema of starch and 
laudanum. He had been accustomed to take a 

deal of opium, and it was allowed to relieve 

is distress and give him an easy death. He was 
troubled with obstinate tenesmus and small mu- 
cous evacuations, which only served to increase 
the irritation. You know there is a great differ- 
ence in the discharges of diarrhoea and that of 
dysentery; in the former there is a profuse flow 
fecal matter, and it is often not advisable to 
check it, especially when dependent upon irrita. 
ting in as it will cease with the cause. In 
the latter, the discharges are small, and consist 
of mucus or mucus and blood. You can often 
ive relief by a Va morn which will pro- 
uce & good fecal discharge. You notice here 
that the large intestine is much diseased, and 
there are patches of ulceration. The small one 
is very much congested. The glands of the me- 
sentery are enl ; the liver is friable. In 
about one fourth of these cases find abscess of 
the liver. These are the usual pathological ap- 


pearances you meet with in chronic dysentery. 
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2. Cancer of the Pylorus 


A few weeks ago I was called to see a man, 49 
years of age, who had been suffering from what was 
supposed to be dyspepsia for the last twenty-five 

ears, but more severely during the past year, 
st fall he fractured his leg, and the confine- 
ment aggravated his dyspepsia. He had been 
under the cure of different physicians, but they 
failed to give him any relief. I thought, from the 
history of the case, that it was an aggravated case 
of dyspepsia, and might be relieved by simple 
treatment and attention fo diet. He vomited nearly 
everything—it would stay down about half an 
hour, but would then be ejected, and as a conse- 
quence he was much emaciated. He said he also 
had a feeling that nothing passed through him; 
he used injections, but they only relieved the 
lower bowels. I gave him bismuth, and milk 
and lime water, and also a pill composed of blue 
mass, ext. colocynth. co. and ext. belladon. to re- 
lieve the pain. The next day the stools were 
blackened, which seemed to prove that the. bis- 
muth had passed through. He grew worse, and I 
examined his abdomen, and found a tumor near 
the umbilicus, which made the case more grave 
than I first thought it. Prof. WitrenBercer 
was then called in consultation, and we agreed 
that nothing could be done but give relief, as the 
tumor was probably carcinomatous. He had had 
vomiting of blood, which is often connected with 
cancer of the stomach. He died a day or two ago, 
and here is his stomach. You see here a scirrbus 
tumor occupying the pyloric orifice and allowing 
little if any matter to pass. The small intestines 
were congested, which nearly always occurs in 
persons who die of starvation, as this man did. 
The liver, spleen, and pancreas appeared to be 
healthy. His case bas been one of gradual starva- 
tion. A person will live longer with pyloric can- 
cer than cardiac, for the former will allow some 
small portion to be absorbed before it is ejected, 
while the latter will allow nothing to enter the 
stomach, 
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Periscope. 


Strumous Ophthalmia with Reflex Contraction 
of the Orbicularis Palpebrarum. 

Under the above title Dr. Arnot A. Jonnson 
publishes an article in the Lancet, of which the 
following are the main points : 

1. One form of strumous ophthalmia is charac- 
terized by inability to open the eye in conse 
quence of involuntary contraction of the orbicu- 
laris aga ag 

2. This reflex cofitraction is in relation with 
hyperesthesia of the retina or first nerve alone, or 
(more generally) of the ophthalmic branches of 
the fifth likewise. 

3. The hyperssthesia of the conjunctival, la 
chrymal, and nasal branches induces the reflex 
acts of closure of the eyelids, lachrymation, and 
sneezing. 
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4. The hyperesthesia is occasionally uncom- 
licated, but in most cases it is soon followed by 
ow inflammation of the conjunctiva, cornea, etc., 

dependent possibly on the impaired nutrition of 
the membrane from the altered nervous action, as 
well as from the mechanical irritation of the 


arts. 

4 5. For the relief of this hyperzsthesia and 
spasmodic contraction of the lids, such medicines 
as belladonna, hyoscyamus, conium, or stramo- 
nium, which allay nervous sensibility and re- 
lieve spasm of the sphincters, would seem to be 
indicated, and of these belladonna certainly has 
been found to be practically useful. 


Oleum Erigerontis Canadensis as a Remedy in 
Hemorrhage, Diarrhea, and Dysentery. 

Dr. J. W. Moorman, of Hardinsburg, Ky., re- 
commends in the American Journal of Med. Sci- 
ences the use of oleum erigerontis canadensis in 
the treatment of hzmorrhage, diarrhoea, and dy- 
sentery. Several favorable cases are related. 
The usual dose according to the U. S. Dispensatory 
is from five to ten drops, but Dr. Moorman has 
given it with benefit in much larger doses—from 
38s. to 3j. “It may,” he says, ‘“‘be given in a 
little water, to which a small quantity of sugar 
may be added. In cases of hemoptysis, 10 or 15 
drops may be placed on a handkerchief and in- 
haled at the same time it is taken internally. 
The same method will answer in epistaxis. In 
diarrhoea 15 drops every 4 hours until it is re- 
lieved, will in most cases be sufficient.”” Although 
in dysentery Dr. Moorman has not obtained the 
gratifying results claimed by some, more or less 
advantage has in every case been derived from 
its use. He concludes: ‘In haemorrhage and 
diarrhoea of debility I know of no better remedy, 
and I trust the profession will give it atrial, and 
let us know the results.”’ 


Varicose Veins. 
Malsonevve, writes the correspondent “J.” of 
the Chicago Medical Examiner, gave me the sta- 
tistics of his operations for the cure of varicose 


veins, by injections of per-chloride of iron. He 
reports 365 operations, 364 cures, and one death. 
In the fatal case, the tr. of iodine was used by 
mistake for the per-chloride of iron. A surgeon 
of large experience, who has had good opportu- 
nities to observe his cases, expresses some doubt 
as to all the others being cures. The operation, 
if carefully conducted, seems to be safe, and is 
probably as successful as any other. 


Anesthesia by Nitrous Oxide Gas. 


Dr. Carnocnan performed two severe surgical 
operations on Saturday last, at Ward’s Island 
Emigrant Hospital, while the patients were un- 
der the influence of nitrous oxide gas, adminis- 
tered by Dr. Cotron. The operations in both 
cases consisted in the amputation of the leg above 
the ankle. The patients said that they knew 
nothing of what had taken place, while one de- 
clared, on waking, that he had not been asleep, 
and the operation had not been performed! Dr. 
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Carnocuan and several surgeons who were pre- 
sent, expressed themselves well pleased with the 
effects of the gas. It required less than one min- 
ute to put the patient asleep, and after the opera- 
tion was completed, and the gas removed, the 
patient recovered entire consciousness in about 
twenty seconds. There was no vomiting or sick- 
ness attending or following the operation, and 
- patient awoke as fresh as from a nataral 
sleep. 


Continued Fever.—Abuse of Cathartics.—Strych- 
nia. 

In a clinical lecture on continued fever by Prof. 
N.S. Davis, of Chicago, published in the Chicago 
Medical Examiner, that eminent physician re- 
marks that, after nearly thirty years of careful ob- 
servation at the bedside of the sick, he has become 
satisfied that, under existing circumstances—sub- 
sultus, weak pulse, oppressed breathing, dingy 
or leaden hue of the skin, and great mental dul- 
ness—strychnia is a far more reliable remedy for 
sustaining the nervous functions than alcohol, 
while the effects of the latter, in diminishing the 
decarbonization of the blood, makes it positively 
detrimental to the already seriously embarrassed 
condition of the lungs. 

In regard to the use of cathartics, Prof. Davis 
says: ‘ The apparent torpor of the bowels, coupled 
with the coated tongue and intense headache, in 
the early stage, has often led the patient, and 
sometimes under the direction of his physician, 
to use active cathartics, and in a few instances 
emetics. I have known of no instance in which 
such a course has not been productive of very 
bad consequences. It often induces an early and 
excessive prostration, coupled with a fixed con- 
gestion of the intestinal mucous membrane, 
greatly favoring softening of the membrane, and 
intestinal hemorrhage in the more advanced 
stage of the fever. I think I have never known 
a case of typhoid or typhus fever, in which active 
emetics or purgatives were used in the early 
stage, that did not run a protracted and danger- 
ous course, 


Tumors removed from the Larynx, 

Ata recent meeting of the Pathological Society 
of London (British Medical Journal), Dr. Gizp 
exhibited two tumors removed from the larynx. 
The patient, a lady, aged 38, had had aphonia 
for six years, and during a great part of the time 
had labored under orthopnoea. On examination 
with the laryngoscope, a long fleshy bulbous 

wth was found arising anteriorly below the 
origin of the true vocal cords. It was removed 
by the laryngeal écraseur, when a second tumor 
was discovered, which was also removed six days 
afterward. The voice was immediately restored, 
and the patient soon recovered. The tumors 
consisted wholly of epithelial cells. rs 


GriveLini’s insanity and death were produced 
by things taken to prevent corpulency, and to give 





an interesting pallor to his complexion, 
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ENLARGEMENT AND INCREASE OF 
PRICE. 

The pressure of literary material on our columns 
makes it necessary to announce an increase of the 
size of the Merican anp SureicaL Reporter. This 
increase, together with an improved external appear- 
ance, will take place from the first of January next; 
from which time the subscription price will be Five 
Doutars per annum. The cost of paper and labor 
seem to be permanently fixed at high rates, and we 
are compelled to accept the situation, and graduate 
our subscription rate accordingly. If these expenses 
lessen, or a liberal support justify it, we shall be en- 
abled to further enlarge the work, or expend more on 
the literary department, or perhaps do both. 


I= All advance payments made prior to January 1st, 
1866, will be credited at the present rate of $4 per an- 
num. Payments made after that date, will be cred- 
ited at the rate of $5. ! 


——— 


ANNOUNCEMENT of THE FOURTEENTH 
VOLUME. 


The Fourteents volume of the MepicaL anp 
Surercat Reporter begins with the first issue of 
January, 1866, and we take pleasure in announc- 
ing that we have effected arrangements that will 
place it on a better footing in a literary point of 
view than ever before. These arrangements in- 
clude some new features, among which are the 
following :— 


A Resipent Eprror ror New Yorx Ciry, 


who will attend to all matters of general interest 
to the profession that emanate from that impor- 
tant medical centre. Full and intelligent reports 
of the transactions of the two chief medical Socie- 
ties of New York, viz., the Acapemy or Mepicinz, 
and the Parnotoarcat Sociery, will appear regu- 


larly in our columns. The discussions before 
these societies are participated in by the principal 
Physicians and Surgeons of that city, and em- 
brace every variety of subject interesting to medi- 
cal men. Our columns will also be supplied with 
selections from some of the best clinics held in 
New York. All medical matters of interest arising 
in that field, will be independently and freely 
commented on. This arrangement will give New 
_ York and its medical interests a full representa- 
tion in our columns. 
In this city, our editorial arrangements include 
a chief editor, who devotes himself to the 


Genera Epiror1aL MANAGEMENT 
of the work, and to medical matters in this cen- 
tre of medical education and publication. We 
have also engaged the services of one of the 
most erudite scholars in the ranks of the medical 
profession to take the special charge of the 

Review Department or THE REPorTER. 

_ New works of importance will be fairly and 
independently reviewed at moderate length, but a 


EDITORIAL. 





[Vot. XIII. 


large part of the issues of the press will be noticed 
in a series of articles in the form of Familiar 
Notes on Books, or talks about books, that will, as 
best adapted to our columns, give, in a brief, 
comprehensive, and attractive form, a general 
idea of the merits of a work, and its adapted- 
ness to meet the wants of the practitioner of 
medicine. 

Our arrangements in this city also include 
reports of the Discussions before the Philadelphia 
County Medical Society, and choice selections 
from the clinical teachings in our various hospi- 
tals. We also receive select clinical reports from 
the best sources in Baltimore. 

In addition to this, we are publishing many 
communications of value on Military Medicine 
and Surgery, and expect soon to commence the 
publication of a series of articles on the Medical 
and Surgical experiences of the United States 
Navy in the late war. 

It will thus be seen that our arrangements are 
adapted to give to the Rerorter a cosmopolitan 
character. We intend it to be in all respects 
a representative journal of American Medicine and 
Surgery, and shall spare no pains to make it a 
credit to our country. The past course of the 
Reporter has secured for it the largest circula- 
tion ever attained by a medical journal in this 
country, and the present indications are deci- 
dedly favorable to an immediate and very large 
addition to its circulation. This has encouraged 
us to take the steps announced above toward per- 
fecting our editorial organization, and if these 
arrangements are received with the favor we an- 
ticipate, we shall in due time be enabled to do 
still more to add to the value of the Reporter. 

In view of what has already been accomplished 
by the Reporter, and of the announcement made 
above, we unhesitatingly appeal to our readers to 
exert themselves to extend its circulation, be- 
lieving that in thus doing they will be subserv- 
ing the best interests of the profession. 


—+— 


THE AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL AS- 
SOCIA'TION; ALCOHOL AND REVENUE 
LAWS. 


There is no Association of a scientific and 
practical character in the United States, the pro- 
ceedings of which evince more thorough research 
and investigation, and whose members appear 
more zealous, and inspirited by a high sense of 
responsibility, than the American Pharmaceuti- 
eal Association. We have read the minutes of 
the last Convention, held in September last, pub- 
lished in the American Journal of Pharmacy, and 
we can assure our readers that, while the pro 
ceedings of that body are characterized by much 
scientific research, the suggestions regarding most 
important questions of change in pharmaceutical 
practice, are always made and sustained in 8 
spirit of impartial inquiry, and guarded by 8 
degree of sound common sense, which might well 
be held up as an example to all similar associa 
tions. 
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- Among the papers read was one by Dr. Squiss, 
on the economy of Alcohol in percolation. What- 
ever emanates from the pen of this eminent 
pharmaceutist cannot fail to attract attention, not 
only among pharmaceutists proper, but among 
medical practitioners. The object of the writer, 
in stating his experiments in fractional percola- 
tion, accompanied by analysis and therapeutic 
testings, ‘‘is to determine when a substance was 
exhausted by careful manipulation in a percola- 
tor, so as to ascertain to what extent the quantity 
of menstruum might be decreased without inter- 
fering with the value of the preparation. It is 
also suggested, that if at a certain point the per- 
colation be stopped, the resulting percolate has 
the medicinal value of the standard finished prepa- 
ration of the Pharmacopeeia; that is to say, in 
many instances a simple percolate, in bulk three- 
fourths to seven-eighths of the officinal quantity 
from 16 troy ounces of a drug, is equivalent in 
strength to the officinal fluid extract, so that the 
large remainder of the alcohol directed in the 
process is consumed to isolate the remaining one- 
fourth or one-eighth, as the case may bée. If now 
the process be stopped, and the drugs thrown 
aside, it is argued that the result arrived at in the 
Pharmacopeeia is obtained with much less cost; 
a little of the drug being sacrificed to save a 
large portion of costly alcohol.” 

A very interesting discussion followed the read- 
ing of Dr. Squise’s paper, in which Profs. Par- 
RisH, Procter, Mr. Maiscu and others partici- 
pated. This question will probably come up be- 
fore the next convention for revision of the Phar- 
macopceia. 

A question of national importance was in regard 
to the internal Revenue Law, as it affects licenses 
and sales, and the cost of alcohol used in phar- 
macy. Prof. Parrisu read a paper on the Eng- 
lish Revenue Law, with special reference to alco- 
hol. The discussion to which this paper served 
as a starting point, embraces the whole subject, 
and as there seemed to be almost general acqui- 
escence in the views expressed by Dr. Squiss, we 
make a few quotations from his remarks: 

“The price of alcohol does not affect the phar- 
maceutist to the extent that is urged. Whatever 
the price of alcohol, he obtains the same profit 
he formerly did; so do the manufacturer’s profits 
remain the same. Hence I maintain that the 
interests of pharmaceutists are not so deeply in- 
volved in this question as at first sight they 
appear to be. The consumer is the person who 
pays. If we wish to diminish the price to the 
consumer, it is well to take up the question. 

“The next point is this: the object of the law 
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is to raise revenue, which is rendered necessary 
by debt. This revenue must be levied and paid 
by taxes upon articles of consumption. Is not 
alcohol as good an article for taxation as any 
other? Should we desire to evade these taxes in 
their application to pharmacy, simply because 
we have so careful a scrutiny of the interests of 
the consumer? Should we not rather allow them 
to be imposed without objection on our part? If, 
however, it should be found that it bears un- 
equally, that it falls with more severity upon us 
than upon others, then we can take the matter 
up and bring it before the proper authorities. I 
am not opposed to any measures having in view 
an equalization of taxation, so far as they are 
intended to equalize; but my impression is that 
every step that is taken, by any special business, 
or any special interest, to reduce taxes, is a step 
toward something like repudiation. I hope noth- 
ing will be done by this Association in that 
direction. Let uscome up manfully and willingly 


-and pay these taxes, and accept also the fact that 


the people in authority at Washingt»n know 
what they are about. I am opposed to any in- 
terference with the national legislation upon the 
subject of taxation of alcohol.” 

A committee of five was finally appointed to 
take into consideration the whole subject of the 
internal Revenue Law in its relations to the ob- 
jects of the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, with special reference to the Alcohol ques- 
tion, with authority to confer with the Committee 
on Ways and Means of Congress, and the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue. 


>? + 


Notes and Comments. 





A Brevet worthily bestowed. 

We are much pleased no notice that among the 
brevets so lavishly bestowed of late by the Gov- 
ernment on those who distinguished themselves 
during the war, the late Surgeon-General Fintey 
has not been overlooked, the brevet of Brigadier- 
General having been conferred on him. Indeed, 
this is but tardy justice, considering the vast 
amount of service he rendered in the early days of 
the rebellion, in adapting the thoroughly organ- 
ized medical department of the Army to the new 
order of things, planning and organizing nfilitary 
hospitals, providing for vast armies, and other 
arduous labors, much of the credit of which was 
assumed by others. Dr. Fintey was, some time 
since, placed by his own request, on the retired 
list, and is now, after long, arduous and faithful 





service, wearing his honors with ease and dig- 
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nity, respected by all who know him, and by the 
Government he served so well. 


Cincinna'i Lancet and Observer. 

Drs. Murpty and Srevens, the editors of that 
excellent monthly, the Cincinnati Lancet and 
Observer, have just closed up ten years of edito- 
rial labor. They commence a new volume with 
the issue of January, without increasing the 
present subscription rate of $3 per annum. The 
Lancet and Observer is one of our best medical 
journals, and its conductors having bravely fought 
their way through the troubles and trials of the 
past five years, are entitled now to a hearty sup- 
port from the profession, and we trust they will 
receive it. A liberal patronage of a few inde- 
pendent journals, thus giving their conductors 
the means of improving them, will be greatly to 
the advantage of the profession. 


Physicians’ Hand-Book of Practice. 

We have received from Townsenp, of New 
York, the Physician’s Hand-Book of Practice for 
1866. It is well known to the profession, this 
being the ninth year of its issue. This edition 
has been somewhat modified and improved. Its 
distinctive features consist in a Classification 
of Diseases, a Ready Method in Asphyxia, Poi- 
sons and their Antidotes, Diagnostic Examina- 
tion of the Urine, The Pulse, List of Incompati- 
bles, Weights and Measures, Abbreviations, 
Materia Medica, Index of Common Names of 
Remedial Agents, Extemporaneous Prescriptions, 
ete. etc., besides Daily Recerd of Practice and 
Treatment, and other blank pages for Memo- 
randa, etc. 


University of Michigan. 

The Department of Medicine and Surgery in 
the University of Michigan was opened in 1850. 
It employs ten professors and instructors, has a 
six months’ course, and the class attending the 
present course of lectures numbers over four 
hundred and fifty. This is worthy of note as 
being the largest medical class ever assembled 
west of the mountains. 

Expenses of the Medical Department of the U. 8. 
Army. 

It is estimated that the expenses of the Medical 
Department for the present fiscal year will be 
three-fourths less than those of last year, when 
they amounted to nearly twenty-three millions. 
The Departmént has now on hand sufficient sup- 
plies to meet the requirements of an army of five 
hundred thousand men for one year. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS. 
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Government Hospital for the Insane. 

In his annual report, the Secretary of the In- 
terior alludes as follows to the Government Hos- 


pital for the Insane: 

I invite the attention of Congress to the tenth 
annual report of the Board of Visitors, and the 
thirteenth annual report of the Superintendent of 
Construction of the ospital for the 
Insane. 

These papers exhibit the condition of the insti- 
tution during the past fiscal year, and present, in 
addition to statistical information, many valua- 
ble and highly instructive suggestions. The 
number of patients under treatment at the com- 
mencement of the year was 351; including 191 
from the Army, 18 from the Navy, 2 from the 
Soldiers’ Home; and 4 rebel prisoners. The 
number admitted during the year was 515; of 
whom 426 were from the Army, 10 from the 
Navy, 72 from civil life, 3 from the Quartermas- 
ter and Subsistence Departments, and 4 were 
rebel prisoners. The whole number under treat- 
ment during the year was 566, of whom 645 be- 
longed to the military or naval service. One 
hundred and forty-seven died. ‘There were dis- 
charged, as recovered, 348; as improved, 101; 
and as unimproved, 9. “3 

Congress failed at its‘last session to make the 
required appropriation for the oh of the 
Hospital, and with your approbation I negotiated 
for that purpose a temporary loan. Attention is 
invited to the subject, as the money was obtained 
on most favorable terms from the First National 
Bank, to whose officers assurances were given 
that Congress would provide for its repayment at 
an 09 period of the approaching session. 

The Hospital was established for the treatment 
of the insane of this District, as well as of the 
army, the navy, and the revenue cutter service. 
It has from its origin been conducted in such 
manner as to merit and receive the uninterrupted 
confidence and patronage of Congress. Its suc- 
cess and usefulness are due in a great degree to 
the Superintendent, who has been identified with 
its history, and who brings to its service pro- 
fessional attainments of the highest order, long 
experience, and unsurpassed fidelity in the dis- 
charge of his arduous and delicate duties, He 
has received the active codperation of the Roard 
of Visitors and of his subordinate officers. His 
salary was originally fixed at its present rate. 
The propriety of increasing it is presented for 
the consideration of Congress. 


overnment 


Erratum.—In the Reporter of Nov. 25th, 
p. 356, in the article entitled “Reformed Inebri- 
ates,” the name of the author is given as Dr. 
“‘ Garrison,” instead of Dr. J. H. Griscom. 


Chloroform as an Internal Remedy. 

Dr. A. P. Merritt, of New York, publishes in 
the, American Jour. of Med. Sciences another arti- 
cle on the internal use of chloroform in conges- 
tions of intermittent fever, etc. Thirteen cases 
are related. The remedy is generally given in 





drachm doses. 
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Tooth Extracting, with Nitrous-Oxide Gas as an 
Anesthetic. 


Dr.. Cotton, of New York, dentist, who was 
identified with Dr. Wexus, of Hartford, in his 
earliest experiments in the production of anzs- 
thesia for dental and surgical operations, has 
opened a branch establishment in this city for the 
purpose of extracting teeth under the influence 
of the nitrous-oxide gas. His office is at No. 737 
Walnut street. 

The nitrous-oxide gas is also used by other 
dentists of this city in their operations. 





Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC. 


Epidemic Jaundice. 
Epiror MepIcaL anp SoraicaL Reporter: 


I notice, in the number for Nov. 25, among 
the reports of the Vermont Medical Society, an 
account of am epidemic jaundice. In the city of 
Lyons, Iowa, during the latter part of the sum- 
mer, and through the fall, the jaundice has pre- 
vailed. Two or three hundred cases, or more, 
have come to my knowledge. I have treated 
more than a hundred cases. Clinton, a mile and 
a half below, a place of the same size, and only 
situated on a little lower ground, has had, as far 
as I can hear, only two or three cases. 

The symptoms are a nauseated state of the 
stomach for a day or so, sometimes producing 
severe vomiting; then the yellow hue on the 
skin; then, in most cases, constipation, though 
sometimes a diarrhoea; a feeling of extreme las- 
situde; « furious itching for a night or two, then 
the disease passes off. 

I have tried various modes of treatment, active 
and expectant, with about the same result. The 
Vermont doctors incline to large doses of calo- 
mel. I tried it, and also podophylline and other 
cathartics, also emetics, and lastly diuretics. My 
conclusion is that they use calomel because it has 
been handed down by ¢radition, and that a little 
brick-dust and croton oil would be just as effec- 
tual, and much safer. 

The emetic seemed to cut it short the soonest. 
I think the best remedy is acetate of potash in 
Dj. doses, or if the stomach rejects it, bitartrate 
of potash. Under this treatment, the disease 
passes off in four to six days. In some cases, 
where there was chronic difficulty with the liver, 
I used blisters, with good success. Lying-in wo- 
men and new-born babes seemed particularly 
liable to the disease. 
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My idea of the pathology of the disease is that 
it is a sub-acute inflammation of the liver, per- 
haps an inflammation of some pafticular tissue 
of the liver; somewhat analogous to Bricurt’s 
disease of the kidney. The bile, like the urea, 
not being separated from the blood; with this 
difference—that the one is a transient, self- 
limited disease, while the other is incurable. 
For this reason, mercurials, if used in such 
quantities as to specifically affect the liver, are 
in this disease a positive injury. In very large 
doses, they act as mild cathartics of a harmless 
nature, and are beneficial by stimulating the 
other excretory organs, and in no other way. 

In Clinton, the prevailing disease has been a 
very mild form of remittent fever, very prevalent, 
however. The summer with us has been very 
wet and cool, especially the months of September 
and October. While you had no rain in Septem- 
ber, we had over ten inches. 

. Yours truly, 
P. J. Farnsworth, M. D. 

C inton, Iowa, Dec. 4, 1865. 


Two Cases of Congenital Ichthyosis occurring 
in one family. 


I was called a few days since to see two chil- 
dren with what the messenger denominated 
“scurvy of the skin.” Found the children had 
healthy Norwegian parents, free from constitu- 
tional taint. The elder child was a male of eight 
years. The ichthyosis covered the entire surface 
of the body. The other child was about six weeks 
old, a female, with almost entire ichthyosis of the 
body, the face and hands being partially natural. 
There were two other children in the same family 
who were perfectly healthy in every respect. 

What I report the above cases for, is to see if any 
of my professional brethren can account for the 
interruption in the congenital defect, eight years 
having elapsed since the disease appeared in the 
first case, in the mean time the mother bearing 
two perfectly healthy children. Could mental 
emotion have produced the second case? If so, 
why were not the second and third children 
affected with the disease ? 


Francis H. Mituican, M. D. 
Wabasha, Minnesota, Nov. 1865. 


Quack Vegetable Pills. 
Professor Parrisu, several years ago, had a stu- 
dent who selected for his thesis the analysis of a 
uack pill, then in vogue as a vegetable medicine. 
oe boxes were obtained at the counter of the 


roprietor to prevent mistakes, and on subjecting 
Them to di illatiou with iron filings, the Indian 
vegetable came over in the form of globules of 
mercury !—({ Minutes of the Amer. Pharmac. Asso- 
ciation.) — American Journal of Pharmacy. 
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News and Miscellany. 


The Cholera. 

Meeting of the New York Commissioners of Health. 
Interesting Information about the Scourge. Provis- 
ion for the Future. No Danger of the Pestilence this 
Winter. 


The Commissioners of Health met, Noy. 28th, 
at the Mayor’s office. 

Present—His Honor, the Mayor, Mr. Jonzs, 
President Board of Aldermen, and Drs. Sayre 
and Murray. 


Dr. Sayre presented and read a communica- 
tion from Dr. Marspen, of Quebec, embracing a 
plan for the quarantining of cholera. Dr. M. 
claims that a space of one hundred feet is suffi- 
cient to arrest the contagion of cholera. 

The report was received with favor and re- 
ferred to the medical members, Drs. Swinpurnez, 
Sarre, and Murray, to report thereon. 


Dr. Sayre said that inasmuch as the newspa- 
pers had teemed with communications on the 
subject of cholera, and many of them animad- 
verting on the action of the Board, he wished to 
vindicate from the highest authority the propriety 
of the course pursued by the Commissioners. 
Some of these communications had been signed 
by names to which the letters M. D. had been 
affixed—and in some of them these letters might 
stand for Mad Dog or Muddled Dotard, to judge 
from the want of science and common sense they 
displayed. He felt it was due to the public to 
know what had been done by the Commissioners, 
and they had been guided solely by the best 
sources of information on which they could have 
grounded their action. 

They were bound to do so when an influential 
body of citizens had been given to contradictory 
and absurd theories on the subject. Dr. S. then 
read from the statements of Dr. Post, one of the 
Medical Advisers of the Department of Hygiene 
of the Citizens’ Association, in which he asserts 
that a general impression prevails that the medi- 
cal profession do not know the causes of cholera 
or its treatment, whereas no disease was better 
understood by the profession. As to its cause, 
there were two elements: Ist, an epidemic influ- 
ence, of which we are entirely ignorant, and 
2d, as to the agency by which it is transmitted, 
we are unacquainted. 

After tracing the history of the disease, Dr. P. 
advised that the wealthy and influential classes 
should stay at home, for two reasons: Ist, to in- 
spire public confidence, and 2d, to give advice to 

e medical profession. 

Dr. Sayre said the first reason stated was 
proper, but the second was entirely absurd, and 
an insult to the medieal profession. 

Dr. Sayre opposed these views by the author- 
ity of Dr. Miixia, tracing the course of the re- 
cent visit of the cholera to Constantinople, demon- 
strating its contagious character, and also by that 
of M. D’ Atrence, sent by the French government 
to Constantinople, Mecca, and Alexandria, who 
reports that cholera is contagious and not epi- 
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demic, and that it is perfectly controllable and 
ce ecked by rigid quarantine. Dr. Marspen, 
formerly President of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Lower Canada, lays down the pro- 
positions on cholera: 

1. That itis a communicable and controllable 
disease. 

2. That its cause is not in the atmosphere, 
nor communicable through it, except by a near 
approach. 

. That it accompanies human travel and hu- 
man traffic. 

4. That it progresses only at the rate of ves- 
sels across the ocean, but never precedes them. 

5. That it is transmissible by clothing and ef- 
fects, as well as by passengers. 

6. That it never appears in a new locality 
withsut communication, directly or indirectly, 
with an infected person or place; and lastly, that 
it may be arrested, like the plague, by an abso- 
lute quarantine of short duration. 


These propositions agree with those submitted 
by M. Avexanper Morgav ve Jonngs, in 1831, in 
a report made to the Consul Superieur de Sante 
in Paris, on pestilential cholera. 

Dr. Sayre also read from the reports of Dr. 
Trier, of the U. S. Army, showing that by 
rigorous quarantine he had been erfabled to ex- 
clude cholera. 


Dr. Sayre concluded by insisting on an en- 
forcement of rigid quarantine. By means of it 
the Commissioners had been able to keep away 
the disease for three weeks, in spite of conditions 
very favorable to its development. A port with- 
out a quarantine should be closed—it was like a 
hotel without bed-rooms, kitchen, or privies. 

He recognized the necessity of sanitary regula- 
tions, house inspection, domestic instruction in 
diet, clothing, and cleanliness, clean streets and 
proper sewerage. We have had crowded tene- 
ment houses and filthy localities, and yet no chol- 
era. 

He controverted the idea of Dr. Snow, that no 
cholera need be apprehended in winter. In Rus- 
sia, cholera had prevailed in the coldest weather. 

Dr. S. urged the paramount necessity of pro- 
curing proper quarantine accommodations, and 
that the Government were obliged from every 
consideration to protect this port. 


Magnesium Light. 

A literary gentleman, who has been for some 
time a secretary or amanuensis of Mr. CaRLy_e, 
the newly elected Rector of the University of 
Edinburgh, has just invented a lamp for burning 
magnesium, of a character so simple and effec- 
tive that all the mechanicians are astonished. 
It is one of those happy ideas that seem inspired, 
and at the same time make everybody wonder 
they had not thought of them. The magnesium is 
reduced to a fine powder; then mixed with sand, 
it runs through a tube as from an hour-glass, 
and when lighted by a match, a brilliant and 
steady flame is produced, until the reservoir is 
exhausted. Thus all the difficulties of using this 
light for streets, public buildings, light-houses, 
and so on, are overcome, 





1865.] 


iS 


Agassiz in Brazil. 

Letters have been received from Professor 
~ Acassiz, giving an account of his scientific ex- 
plorations ia and along the river Amazon. Dr. 
Contino of Brazil, a gentleman of large ecien- 
tific acquirements, who has already made a 
thoroug’s exploration of the Amazon, accompanies 
Professor Acass1z. He writes ae fullows, under 
date of August 22. 


“The Professor does not cease extolling the 
riches of this region, and is completely absorbed 
by his darling fishes. We collected in G:rupé 
and TagipurG ten new species, and likewise a 
new species of alligator, named Jacaréky. He 
told me to-day that when the work was concluded, 
we will make a real revulution in the scientific 
world. Alm»st sixty new species in less than 
fourteen days! It is really a revolution. 

The great preparations that the Professor made 
for his collections are far within what nature 
furnishes him, such is the prodigality of life in 
the valley of the Amazonas. All is superabua 
dant, and there is a luxuriance of products so 
extraordinary that it exceeds the most extrava- 
gant dreams that the man of science formed 
when he prepared for his voyage.” 


Professor Acassiz himself writes as follows 
under date of Aug. 20: 


“‘ The result of our inquiries, above all, respect- 
ing fish, goes beyond the most extravagant dreams 
I ever had. Not only do I know that all the 
locations we visit nourish different faunas, but I 
foresee also that the intermediate localities will 
furnish still new and distinct species, so great are 
the differences of those we have already studied. 

“Thad in view~to solve the problem of the 
geographical distribution of the fishes by making 
four or five separate collections between Pard 
and Mandos, but now I know not what limits we 
should preserve, so that it is best to multiply the 
collections as far as circumstances will permit.” 

In another letter of the same date he says: 


“It is equally interesting to discover the man- 
ner of inter-asrociation of the species; it is evi- 
dent, for example, that the fishes assembled at 
Paré are not the same as those united at Man4os, 
or in the great affluents of the Amazonas. I 
have already a certainty of this from the collec- 
tion I made at Paré. During the eight days 
spent in your hospitable city, where so many 
courtesies and such delicate attentions were 
showered on me, I collected sixty-three species of 
fishes—of this number nearly a dozen unknown; 
and, notwithstanding, about forty-five species are 
already described as peculiar to the azon, 
Consequently those that are known which I did 
not discover at Par4 must dwell in some other 
region of the great river. You see now that the 
work merely of two days tends to demonstrate 
that each region of this great basin t have 
collections of different species, a fact that science 
was completely ignorant of until now. 

“ Besides, if the species of different regions differ 
one from the other in the same river, and if 
marine fishes ascend the river in a limited num 
ber to an inconsiderable distance from the sea, 
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shortly it will become improbable that the fluvial 
species can proceed from the marine species; 
above all, if the different shoals are fuund in 
similar regions of the river aud at a short dis- 
tance from one another. 

“Well, you see what results this ought to give in 
time; and in the meantime I can only indicate 
the track that I count on following in my re- 
searches. All I can as yet say to you is, that of 
the sixty-ihree species found at Puré not lees 
than forty-nine are inedit-d, which will require 
the establishment of eighteen new genera to give . 
them place in the system of fishes. Besides this, 
[ perceive the necessity of distinguishing five 
families that have been conf. unded with others 
to the present time.” 


Under date of September 8, Professor Acassiz 
writes that he had then obtained more than three 
hundred species of fish, although he had, to that 
time, only examined one third of the Amazon, 
without trenching on its affluents. He had only 
counted on, at most two hundred and fifty or 
three hundred species, and he says that not a 
third of those he collected belong to known ones. 

The latest report is that Acassiz was to leave 
Man4os, in Amazonas, on the 10th of September, 
for Tabatinga, in Peru. 


The Cattle Plague. 

Minister Cray has addressed a letter to the 
Secretary of State, dated at St. Petersburg, Oct. 
17, in which he says: 

I deem it my duty to warn the United States 
against the importation of the cattle plague into 
our country. Being a farmer, and feeling a great 
interest in such subjects, I have read everything 
upon the subject which is accessible, and I will 
give you only the result of my conclusions and 
observations. The cattle plague is the Russian 
cattle pest in this country. It is always more or 
less prevalent, and generally kills whole herds. 
Like cholera, it is both contagious and infectious. 
By these terms I mean to say it is communicated 
from one animal to another by the physical im- 
position of the virus upon any animal from any 
object containing the virus; and also that the 
virus may be carried in molecules in the air, and 
thus produce the disease. It evidently did not 
originate de novo in England, but was carried 
there by ship loads of cattle from the Rassian 
Baltic ports. If this theory is correct, then all 
importation of cattle from abroad should at once 
be apeonnee by Congress, if not otherwise 
sible to be prevented. And it would pay well to 
call Congress together for that purpose only. No 
ship having cow or sheep on arrival from Europe, 
or countries having the pest, should be allowed 
to land in America without sufficient quarantine. 
Every disease must at some time have originated 
from a violent di of the natural laws, and 
this as others. But I am of the opinion that there 
is nothing in the management of cattle in Great 
Britain or America to generate the di ; 80 
also no sanitary precautions can arrest it, short 
of absolute non-intercourse. I believe it to be a 
species of bloody murrain, aggravated by the 
marshy nature of northern Russia, and the utter 
disregard of all the laws of health which is known 
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to man and beast, especially in regard to ventila- 
tion and cleanliness, which prevails in these cold 
climates, where great expenditare of heat is 
needed, and fuel and f scarce. The same 
causes are producing now the aggravated typhus 
fever here, which is called outside of Russia 
“the plague.” England was warned long since 
of the danger of direct importation of cattle from 
Russia; but failed to heed the advice. I trust 
our country may be more wise, and more for 
tunate. 


a 


a“ 


Regulating Prostitution. 

In a recent trial in New York city, in which 
the keeper of a house of prostitution was prose- 
cuted for establishing herself in a genteel section 
of the city, Mr. McKzon, representing the com- 
plainants, said: 

“That in this case of Irene McCready the 
public had a deep interest. He was not here 
merely representing the neighbors who com- 
plained of a nuisance, in the shape of a notori- 
ous house of prostitution, but he appeared for the 
people of this city who submitted to a great tax- 
ation, who had the right to have the laws exe- 
cuted with firmness and promptitude. He was 
not one of those mawkish individuals who was 
above saying that prostitution could not be sup- 
pressed. It was an evil that existed in every 
community, and the enlightened legislators of 
European countries had passed laws to regulate 
it; it was not permitted to run wild as in Eng- 
land and here. In 1851, when in Paris, he made 
it his business to examine their systems of police, 
as he deemed it his duty to learn their mode of 
conducting business. In Paris they had regula- 
tions on this subject, and the fact is, it is greatly 
superior to London. He never saw such degrada- 
tion as exists in London at 12 o’clock at night. 
He visited the prisons of France, and was sur- 
prised at their cleanliness; commissioners from 
that country had visited America, and they im- 
proved on all the improvements that we pos- 
sessed. One of their regulations was that these 
women of the town must confine their walks to 
certain parts of the city. Every woman is regis- 
tered and furnished with a card, and also with a 
printed work, which gives these women directions 
where they may and where they must not go, and 
if they are found violating any of these rules they 
are immediately arrested and sent to prison 
With regard to this city we have an example in 
the case of defendant. She was driven out of 
Eighth street, has now taken the most public 
= gone into the most respectable neighbor- 

ood and filled it with prostitutes, disturbing the 
neighborhood and deteriorating property. The 
evil grows so that legitimate business is ruined ; 
she is complained of and arrested.” 


Survivors of Trafalgar. 


The following are the only medical officers in a 
list of those now living, who were present at the 
battle of Trafalgar. puty Inspector-General 
Peter Sutler, then surgeon of the Swifisure ; and 
Sargeon P. Lyon, then assistant-surgeon of the 
Royal: Sovereign. 
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Bribing Medical Men. 

It seems that in Poland a mere less conscrip- 
tion is in progress, and medical men are bribed 
for the purpose of procuring exemption papers. 

The country having thus been closed against 
the rest of the world, the young men were next 
summoned before the government surgeons, to 
have their bodily qualifications examined in the 
presence of a whole company of civil and military 
officers. In the course of this process twelve and 
a half per cent. of the Roman Catholics, and 
twenty per cent. of the Jews who had come for- 
ward were declared unfit for service. Of the for- 
tunate ones thus rejected, many, however, were sub- 
sequently arrested in the dead of night, and lodged 
in hospitals or gaols to undergo another inspection, 
on the part of medical men, who had been fetched 
on purpose from some neighboring town. To 
bribe the local physicians beforehand was then, 
as you may see, not always a sure means of ob- 
taining an invalid’s certificate; although, if ramor 
be true, the physicians, to avoid losing that con- 
siderable portion of their incomes they have 
always derived from the Branca, have in many 
cases agreed to divide fees if one of them was 
ordered to re-inspect a man who had been already 
examined by the local doctor, and settled with 
him about the certificate. It is obvious this is an 
arrangement alike beneficial to all parties con- 
cerned, as the chance of pocketing bribes would 
cease everywhere were strange doctors to disre- 
gard stipulations previously entered into between 
possible recruits and the doctors of their towns. 
An understanding must, of course, be established 
in time between the local doctor and bis colleague 
as to the number and names of the persons who 
have ransomed themselves; but you may be sure 
that in most cases, though a doctor may be con- 
ducted straight from the railway carriage to the 
medical examination, he will on the way be fur- 
nished with the list, and enter the room prepared 
with his verdict. 


Extraordinary Obesity. 


A woman, named Hogan, wife of a comfortable 
farmer living at Kilmastulla, Ireland, died re- 
cently from obesity. Mrs. Hogan, in her youth, 
showed symptoms of attaining more than ordinary 
proportions, and she continued to increase in size 
until, at the time of her death, she had reached 
the extraordinary weight of forty-eight stone, 
(672 pounds!) She was, for the last few years of 
her life, scarcely able to walk, and for some time 
past, entirely confined to her bed. 


Statue to Buffon. 

A statue in honor of Buffon, the great natural- 
ist of the 18th century, was inaugurated on the 
we of October, at Montbard, France, his native 
place. 


AmonGst THE FEW DEATHS from Asiatic chol- 
era that have already occurred in England, two 
medical men have died—Dr. McNas, Sr., of 
Epping, and Mr. Francis Cooper, of Southamp- 
ton. 
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Pension Examining Surgeons. 
The following are recent appointments : 
Mllinois.—Dr. Joun H. Scorr, Metropolis; Dr. 
Samuet Wacceretrer, Pekin; Dr. Joun Bonn, 
Versailles; Dr. Moses Evans, Waukegan. 
Iowa.—Dr. J. F. Grimes, Wapello. 


Insects and the Cholera. 

The appearance of unusual numbers of in- 
sects in some sections of Europe at the present 
time, has been connected with the visit of the 
cholera, and some of the journals are speculating 
on the matter in connection with a possible phe- 
nomenon of the same kind in the United States 
next spring and summer. The able monthly 
bulletin published by the Entomological Society 
of Philadelphia, in noticing this assumption, 
wisely says: 

We shall be able to draw a timely lesson from 
the apprehensions of Europe at this time, if we 
discard from our minds the fear that the preva- 
lence of insects is a prognostic of disease, so that, 
if the cholera does visit our shores, we need not 
add to our causes of apprehension, should our 
noxious insects be tolerably plenty. next year, 
as indeed they always are in a greater or less 
degree. 

ear is a great detriment to a healthy body, 
and brings its own punishment in the greater 
liability of those who entertain it to take the ve 
disease which they frightenedly seek to avoid. 
Let us then not be alarmed at anything we may 
see in the multiplication of insects next year, 
and be confident that had we only looked in 
years past, we should have seen the same de- 
struction, so that we can firmly await the dis- 
nsations of a kind Providence, undisturbed 
y auguries of evil, and with a calmness which 
has its origin in our own common sense and in a 
knowledge that ‘He does not willingly afflict 
or grieve the children of men.” 


Medical Schools in Mexico. 


Mexico, says the Moniteur Universal, (Cosmos, ) 
possesses several institutions which deserve men- 
tion. The courses of the medical schools are at- 
tended by nearly two hundred young men, mostly 
internes. Their studies do not last less than 
seven years. The first year is devoted to botany 
and medical physics; the second, to zodlogy and 
medical chemistry; the third, to anatomy, thera- 
peutics, and dissection; the fourth, to physiology 
and medical pathology, the fifth, to surgical pa- 
thology and clinics; the sixth, to operations ; the 
seventh, to legal medicine and obstetrics. The 
ruling system is what is called by the Paris Fa- 
culty the eclectic system. The authors put into 
the hands of the pupils are nearly all French— 
Ricnarp, Jussien, Saprey, Bécuarp, Né&vaton, 
Grisotte, Cazenave, Petouze, and Frémy. 

The dissecting-rooms and amphitheatres of the 
schools are well appointed, the cabinets and mu- 
seums richly endowed. The buildings belonging to 
the school are not the property of the State, but of 
the faculty. There are several secondary schools 
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in the empire, (soon to be called Republic again, ) 
of which that at Qualajara is the most promi- 
nent. 


Cholera Deaths in Constantinople. 

The correspondent of the Chicago Med. Exam- 
iner, writes under date of August 28th: 

“One of our friends, a medical man, who is 
more or less connected with the Government, says 
he was one day in the office of the Grand Vizier, 
or Secretary of State, and saw there the true offi- 
cial summary of the whole number of deaths for 
the previous Monday. This number included all 
the suburbs of the city, and amounted to 1879, 
for that day alone. This was some days after the 
crisis of the: pestilence had passed. Many other 
facts have come to our knowledge to confirm his 
statement, but I will not mention them now. 
My impression is that if we should take 500 as 
the average number of deaths per day, for 60 
days, we should be below rather than above the 
truth. This gives 30,000 as the whole number. 
Many place it as high as 58,000.” 


An Appalling Record. 

The Raleigh (N. C.) Progress gives the follow- 
ing estimate of the number of men enlisted in the 
South, and either killed or disabled during the 
war: 

States. 
Alabama, 
Arkansas, say 
Florida, 
Georgia, 
Kentucky, say 
Louisiana, say 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, say 
Maryland, say 
North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
Tennessee, say 
Texas, say 
Virginia, say 


Dead and Disabled. 


30,000 
10,000 
76,000 
30,000 
34,000 


Enlistments. 
120,000 


93,000 
180,000 


Total, 1,124,000 


Singular Cure for the Cholera. 


A story is published in Paris confirming the 
fact of the immense influence of the nerves in 
cholera, as illustrated in the year 1832 by Prof. 
Recamier. He was summoned to a bedside, 
where he found a dying man, the features cyanose, 
cramps all over the body, the voice changed—in 
fact, all the most fatal symptoms strongly charac- 
terized. After an attentive diagnosis, the saga- 
cious doctor suddenly snatched off the bed-clothes, 
and commenced flogging the patient with all the 
strength he . Thes tors, for an 
instant electrified, were naturally enraged. The 
dying man, by one expiring effort, started from 
his bed, threw himself on the doctor, who ran off 
hotly pursued along es and corridors by 
the cholera patient, till both reached the top of 
the hospital stairs, when the breathless professor 
— and ae at the ghastly pursuer, 
coolly asked: ‘‘ And how do you feel?” “Feel!” 
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said the astonished patient—“ feel, indeed! why” 
—(after a pause)—‘ J] have no more cramps!” ‘I 
believe you; but after this fine race you re- 
quire rest—some cups of tisane and vogue la 
galére.”” The pseudo moribund was saved. 


Vaccination. 


Dr. Spencer Hatt has declined to allow his 
child to be vaccinated on the ground that the 
murrain, or some distemper arising from it, might 
be communicated. In a letter to the Kendal 
guardians, he says: “Though much among cat- 
tle from my childhood, I have never seen a cow 
afflicted with the ‘ cow-pox,” nor have | met with 
a medical or other man who could tell me he had 
ever seen it. It seems to have been disavpearing, 
like the small-pox, from the time that Jenner ob- 
served it; and is seldom, if ever, now obtained 
from a cow that is not first inoculated from the 
human subject.” 

If Dr. Seencer Hat. is so foolish as to forbid 
his child from being protected from the smail pox 
on such a flimsy pretext as that given, the law 
ought to compel him to have it done—that is ail 


A Brave Physician. 


Dr. Cuampers, of Kingston, New York, was 
beset by two stout highwaymen in a lonely part 
of the road a few nights since, and his money de- 
manded. The doctor said: “ Well, if I must give 
up my money, I had better do it.” So he quickly 
took off his glove, and putting his hand into his 
side pocket, he drew out—not his pocket-book— 
but a neat revolver, and bringing it to bear in an 
instant, he shot one of the robbers dead. The 
other ruffian then fired at the doctor, but the ball 
went harmlessly through his hat. The doctor 
then took his turn again and wounded the fellow 
severely. He then rode back to Kingston and 
made known the facts, but on returning the 
wounded man had escaped. 


*“ Anak,” the French Giant.’ 


Anak, the Anakim, the French Giant, has 
been introduced by Prof. Anperson at St. James’ 
Hall, London. The following are his dimensions: 
‘Circumference of the head, 2 ft. 3 in.; length of 
humerus, 1 ft. 9} in.; length of radius, 1 ft. 5} 
in.; circumference of fore-arm, 1 ft. 4 in.; round 
the biceps, 1 ft. 3 in.; circumference of middle 
finger, 3} inches; breadth of hand, 5} in.; 
length of femur, 2 ft. 6} in.; length of tibia, 
2 ft. l in.; length of foot, 1 ft. 4 in.; round the 
chest, 4 feet 6 in.; across the shoulder, 2 ft. 1 in.; 
height, 8 ft; length of outstretched afms, 8 ft. 
1 in.; weight, thirty stone, (420 lbs.) The giant’s 
physical strength is at present unknown. He 
can lift six hundred weight, and is daily growing 
more powerful, 


The Anatomical Drawings of Da Vinci. 


Queen Victorta has signified her permission of 
the publication in E Tand of the anatomical 
drawings of Leonardi 
text as preserved in the Royal Lib at Wind- 
sor. M. Panizzi will edit the text, and Professor 
Suarptey, of University College, add a scientific 


a bg” along with the 
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commentary. The work will consist of about 250 
pages, in folio, with the text of the MS, printed 
in full, an English and a French translation, and 
all needful notes and elucidations. 


LAL PLS 


An Antediluvian Monster. 


At the last sitting of the French Academy of 
Science, M Serres communicated a paper on the 
Clytodon clavipes, an enormous antediluvian 
quadruped of the armadillo genus, but of the 
size of an elephant. Hitherto no complete skele- 
ton of this wonderful animal has been found. 
Owen, Lunp, Novot, Hux.ey, and Burmeister, 
had only had incomplete fragments at their dis- 
posal, but M. Serres has at length succeeded in 
reconstructing its skeleton, which will very 
shortly be exposed to public view at the Museum 
of Comparative Anatomy at the Garden of Plants. 
The total length of the creature is three hundred 
and thirty metres, or nearly eleven feet; its 
height, from the ground to the top of the crests 
which support its bony armor, i: dour feet. The 
head, which had only been until now described 
on the evidence of mere fragments belonging to 
different individuals, is entire ; its vertical diame- 
ter is equal to its transversal one, v z., about 154 
inches. 


Expansion of Ice. 


Rev. Freperic GarpINER gives, in the last 
number of Silliman’s Journal of Science, some 
curious experiments of his, made on the ice of the 
Kennebec river, in Maine. By inserting a line 
of stakes in the ice across the river in the early 
part of February, he found, in the middle of 
March, that there had been an expansion of the 
ice of over twelve feet in a breadth of five hun- 
dred feet. As during thistime the temperature of 
the water was nearly equal, the expansion must 
have been due to the sun’s rays, which was proved 
by the fact that there was the least expansion on 
the eastern side, where the ice was partially 
shielded from the sun by a high bank. 


Epidemic and Contagious Diseases. 


The Board of Health of this city reminds pby- 
sicians to report all cares of pestilential or conta- 
gious diseases, as required by an Act of Assem- 
bly of January 29, 1818. S-ction 2d of this 
article provides that— 

“Every person practising physic in the 
{a of Philadelphia, who shall 
have a patient laboring under a pestilential or 
contagious disease, (measles excepted,) shall 
forthwith make a report in writirg to the 
Health Officer; and for neglectirg so to do, he 
shall be considered guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and subject to a fi-e not exeeding fifty dollars.” 


~ How they serve Quack Doctors in France. 


Two quack doctors, of extraordinary local ce- 
lebrity, named Cotanpre and Benatt, the latter 
an Italian and calling himself a commendatore, 
have just been tried by the correctional-of police 
at Lille, for the illegal practice of medicine, and 
sentenced to fines of 1600 francs each. They 
drove about Lille and the environs in a — 
with four horses, proclaiming that they would 
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cure the poor gratis, their rich clients paying for 
them; end they became so much in vogue that 

ople thronged their doors from five in the morn- 
ing till eight at night waiting for their turn to 
get advice. 


Queer place for a Flannel Shirt! 

It is stated that Dr. Gzorce Dersy, Surgeon in 
charge of the Cony General Hospital in Augusta, 
Maine, lately performed a very skilful operation 
upon Mr. Jurzs Warren, civil engineer and 
draughtsman on the P. & K. railway. It consisted 
in making an incisision in his side and extracting 
from his lungs a piece of a flannel shirt which he 
wore at the second battle of Ball Ran, August 
29. 1862. The flannel bas been concealed there 
ever since, not being discovered when the ball 
was extracted at the time. It has been very 
painful, and caused fainting fits, so that he would 
fall from his stool while making drawings in his 
office. He is now doing nicely. 


Researches on Milk. 

The Academy of Sciences of Paris lately re- 
ceived an interesting communication from Dr. 
Danck, on the influence of water in the produc- 
tion of milk. The author has observed that mo- 
thers nursing their infants eat very little more 

' solid food than in their ordinary state, but they 
drink much more water. When acow is in calf, 
and yields little or no milk, it does not drink 
more than from 10 to 20 litres of water per day; 
but as soon as it has calved, it will drink from 
30 to 50 litres a day, and the quantity of milk it 
gives is always in proportion to the water it has 
taken, the measure of its solid food remaining the 


same. It has been observed of a herd of cows 

zing on the same meadow, that those that 
drink oftenest yield the largest quantity of milk. 
When they are taken away from the meadow to 
feed them in the cow-house with dry fodder, the 
milk they give is one-third less because they do 
not find in hay the watery particles contained in 
green grass. From these and other observations 
of the same kind, Dr. Dancer concludes that 
water is essential to the formation of milk; a fact 
hitherto unnoticed by men of science, though 
they have experimented on a vast number of sub- 
stances supposed to increase the 
A few years ago the Academy of Toulouse insti- 
tuted some experiments with a view to ascertain 
whether the cakes which are the residue of sesa- 
mum oil might be given for food to cattle. As 
far as the yield of milk went, these. trials were 
unsatisfactory both in the ease of cows and in 
that of sheep. At length these cakes were tried 
by a farmer near Paris, who found, contrary to 
expectation, that they greatly increased the quan- 
tity of milk. The reason was simply this, that 
he had beaten up the cakes with a large quantity 
of water, while in the previous experiments they 
had been administered in a dry state. 
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ARMY. 

Report of Medical Department of U. 8: Army. 

The following synopsis of the Report of Brevet 
Major-General J. K. Barnes, Surgeon-General of the 
United States Armies, gives a general outline of the 
operations of the Medical Department of the armies 
during the past year. It is taken from the Report 
of the Secretary of War. 


The Surgeon-General reports that the receipts from 
all sources, and available for the expenses of the 
Medical Department during the fiscal year ending 
June 30th, 1865, were $20,489,680.47. Disbursements 
during the year, $19,328,499.23, leaving a balance in 
the gone 5 on June 30th of $1,161,18i.24. 

The ample provision for sick and wounded exist- 
ing at the date of the last annual report was increased 
during the ensuing months, until a maximum of 204 
General Hospitals, with a capacity of 136,894 beds, 
was reached. 

Upon the termination of active military move- 
ments, immediate measures were taken to reduce the 
expenses of the Medical Department. Of the 201 
General Hospitals open on January Ist, 1865, 171 
have been discontinued. Three ot the sea-going 
hospital transports have been discharged; the fourth 
is now constantly engaged in the transfer of sick and 
wounded from Southern ports to the General Hospi- 
tals in New York harbor. All of the river hospital- 
boats have been turned over to the Quartermaster’s 
Department, and but a single hospital train is re- 
tained in the Southwest. The vast amount of medi- 
cines and hospital supplies made surplus by the 
reduction of the army has been carefully collected 
at prominent points, and is being disposed of at 

ublic auction, most of the articles bringing their 

ull value, and in some instances their cost price. 

Two hundred and fourteen Surgeons and Assistant 
Surgeons of volunteers have been mustered out, and 
of the 265 Hospital Chaplains appointed during the 
war, 29 only are still in commission. 

The returns of sick and wounded show that of 
white troops 1,057,423 cases have been treated in 
General Hospitals alone, from 1861 to July Ist, 1865, 
of which the rate of mortality was 8 per cent. In 
nearly all sections of the country, the health of the 
troops has been fully equal to that of precedin 
years, though military movements of unpreceden 
magnitude have been pushed to successful termina- 
tion, without regard to seasons. An epidemic of 
yellow fever prevailed at Newburn, N.C., in the fall 
of 1864, and the released or exchanged prisoners 
arriving at Wilmington, N.C, from Rebel prisons, 
suffe from an epidemic of typhoid fever. With 
these exceptions no serious epidemics have appeared, 
and it is interesting to note that quarantine regula- 
tions, strictly enforced by military authority, have 

roven during the occupation of Bouthern seaports 
and cities by our troops, to be an absolute protection 
against the importation of contagious or infectious 
dise: In view of the apprehensions entertained 
in regard to the Asiatic Cholera, now devastating the 
shores of the Mediterranean, this becomes a signifi- 
cant fact. 

In addition to the ree reer registers of dead, 
not yet fully completed, the records of the Medical 
Department contain 30,000 (thirty thousand) special 
reports of the more important forms of surgical inju- 
ries, of diseases and operations. These reports, with 
statistical data, and a pathological collection num- 
bering 7630 specimens, furnish a mass of valuabl: 
information, which is being rapidly arranged and 
tabulated, as a Medical and Surgical History of the 
war, for the publication of the first volume of which 
an appropriation will be asked. 














In this connection, and as illustrating more in de- 
tail the importance of this work, the Army Medical 
Museum assumes the highest value. By its array of 
indisputable facts, supported and enriched by full 
reports, it supplies instruction otherwise unattaina- 
ble, and-preserves for future application the dearly 
bought experience of four years of war. Apart from 
its great usefulness, it is also an honorable.record of 
the skill and services of those medical officers whose 
contributions constitute its value, and whose incen- 
tive to these self-imposed labors has been the desire 
to elevate their profession. A small Fg te ae 
has been asked to continue and exten 
tion. 

For recommendation of measures tending to the 
greater efficiency of the Medical Department, refer- 
ence is made to the special report from the Surgeon- 
General’s office, which will be submitted to the ap- 
propriate Congressional Committees. 


NAVY. 


Report of Bureau of Medicine and Surgery of 
U. 8. Navy.. 


The following brief outline of the operations of the 
U. 8. Navy, taken from the report of Dr. P. J. Hor- 
witz, Chief of Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, we 
take from the Report of the Secretary of the Navy. 

The Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 

resents the usual tables showing the sanitary con- 
Vition of the navy. The number of persons under 
treatment during the year ending 3!st December last 
was 73,555, of akon. 1373 died. and 2671 were on the 
sick list at the close of the year. The total number 
of deaths from October 1, 1864, to pousge 30, 
1865, was 1750, being a per centage of about .002 to 
the whole number of persons in service. The per 
centage of deaths to the whole number of cases 
treated is .018, or less than two per cent. During the 
progress of the war 1406 persons were killed, 1628 
wounded, and 176 reported missing, making the total 
number of casualties in the naval service 3220. But 
seventy-one persons have availed themselves of the 
rovision of the act of Congress providing artificial 
imbs. The increased cost of living renders the 
monthly tax of twenty cents upon the salaries of 
officers and men inadequate to the support of naval 
hospitals, and unless some other means are devised, 
an appropriation by Congress will be required to 
meet the necessary expenses. A new laboratory 
building, at a cost of $30,000, is recommended. 





Healthfulness of Iron-Clads. 


Some interesting and extraordinary facts and sta- 
tistics, covering the comparative healthiness of iron- 
s and w 

che Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 
The monitor class of vessels, it is well known, ave 
but a few inches of their hulls above water-line, and 
in a heavy sea are entirely submerged. It has been 
doubted whether, under such circumstances, it would 
be possible long to preserve the health of the men on 
board, and pape org to maintain the fighting 
material in a condition for effective service. It is 
ratifying, therefore, to know that an examination of 
the sick reports, covering a period of over 30 months, 
shows that so far from being unhealthy, there was 
less sickness on board the monitor vessels than on 
the same number of wooden ships with an equal 
number of men, and in similarly ——— positions. 
The exemption from sickness upon the iron-clads in 
some instances is remarkable. There were on board 
the Saugus, from Nov. 25, 1864, to April 1, 1865, a 
iod of over four months, but four cases of sickness 
Fincluding accidental injuries), and of these, two 
were diseases with which the patients had suffered 
for years. On the Montauk, for a Pag of 165 days 
prior to the 29th of May, 1865, there was but one 
ease of disease on board. Other vessels exhibit 
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reached that no wooden vessels in any squadron 
throughout the world can show an equal immunity 
from disease. The facts and tables presented are 
worthy of careful study. 


MARRIED. 


CiarK—Courtin.—In this city, Dec. 5, 1865, by Rev. R W. 
Oliver, David D. Clark, M. D., of Philadelphia, and Miss Annie 
J. Curtin, of Bellefonte, Pa. 

PuLtz—MaxweE.tL.—Dec. 6, by Hev. J. Cotton Smith, at the 
residence of the bride’s parents, John T. Pultz and Miss H. 
Maxwell, daughter of Dr. Wm. H. Maxwell, all of New York 

ty. 


a 
DIED. 


BILLINGSLEY. —Nov. 30, at Des Moines, Iowa, Eliza J., wife of 
L. W. Billingsley, and only daughter of Dr. H. Labarree, of 
Cincinnati. 

Bupp.—At her residence, Woodside, N. J., Dec. 2d, Emily 
Budd, relict of the late Benjamin Budd, and daughter of the 
late Abraham Stout, M. D. 

Carter.—In this city, Dec. 3, Edward L. Carter, son of Dr. 
Edward and Kate J. Carter, aged 19 years. 

Conen.—In New York, 72d ult., of old age; being in her 88th 
year, Grace Seixas Cohen, wife of Dr. B. W. Cohen, and daugh- 
ter of the late Moses Seixas, of Newport, R. I. 

McKeran.—At his residence in Johnson, Jones co., Iowa, Nov. 
4th, 1865, after an illness of two weeke, of dysentery, Dr. Hl. C. 
McKean, in his 37th year. 

Squire —On Friday, Dec. 8th, 1865, Wm. H. Squire, M. D., of 
Germantown, Philadelphia, in the 40th year of his age. 

WINKELMAN.—Dec. 5, at the Polytechnic Institute, Weehaw- 
ken Heights, N. J., of apoplexy, Dr. F.T. Winkelman. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Drs. 8 8. & R.S. W, Brady’s Bend, Pa—Bauer on Ortho- 
peedic Surgery, sent by mail, Dec. Sth. 





Dr. ¥.. C. B., Essex, Vt.—Drugs and books, per W. Ellis & Co., 
Dec, 4th. 

Dr. G B.C. Hawley, Pa —Trocar and Canula, sent by mail, 
Nov. 25th. 


Dr. — C., Canton, Pa.—U. 8. Dispensatory, sent by Express, 
Dee. 9th. 

Dr. H. P. K. E., Fairfield, Ohio—Hodge’s Obstetrics, Wil- 
liams’ Principles of Medicine, sent by Express, Dec. 9th. 

Dr. J. 8. A., Chambersburg, Pa —Bedford on Di of Wo- 
men, sent by mail, Dec. 9th. 
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36.75 | 28.25 | 26.75 75 
At 12 M.......00. 30.1 | 30.8 | 302 ' 29.6 | 30.3 | 30.1 | 30 
Germantown, Pa B. J. Lezpom 
WANTED. 


Subscribers having any of the following numbers to spare, 
will confer a favor, and likewise be credited on their running 
subscriptions, with such as they may return us. 

Vols. I, If, 111 &1V. Ali the numbers. 

Vol. V. No..1, Oct. 6, 60; No. 19, Feb. 9, 61. 
“ VI. Nos. 18, 19, Aug. 3, 10, ’61. 
“ VII. Nos. 1, 2, 6, Oct. 5, 12, Nov. 9,61; Nos. 10 to 12, 
Dec. 7, 61, to March 8, ’63. 
“ bt es 17, 18, 19, 22, 28, July 26, Aug. 2, 9, 30, Sept. 
“ IX Nos. 6, 7, 8,13 & 14,17 & 18, bit al ten 


Dec. 27, °62, and Jan. 8, 63, Jan. 24 ’ 
“ XI. Nos. 1, 4, 5,7, 11, 21, Jan. 2, 23, 30, Feb. 13, March 12, 


May 21, 
« XII. Nos. 1, 5, 11, 12, 17, July 2, Sept. 10, Oct 22, 29, °64 
Feb. 4, 65. 





equally remarkable results, and the conclusion is 
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